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to act on his own responsibility in matters of grave importance. This condition was repeated in subsequent enactments and is still in force. But the circumstances which prevailed in the time of Warren Hastings never recurred, and this special power of the Governor-General has hardly ever been exercised. Under the board system, of administration initiated by Lord Cornwallis, the Council acted in the capacity of advisers only, "offering opinions on the cases put before them but exercising no individual responsibility. The appointment of special members for law and finance was a departure from this system. As the amount and complexity of business increased, it became more than a single board could manage; and in the time of Lord Canning the work of the various departments was distributed among the members of the Council, only the more important cases being dealt with by the Governor-General or the Council collectively. This procedure was legalized by the Councils Act of 186 r, a clause in which empowers the Governor-General to make arrangements for the convenient dispatch of business, any act done under orders so passed being deemed the act of the Governor-General-in-Council.
The Charter Act of 1793 and later enactments make special provision for the absence of the Governor-General from his Council. In such a case, a member of the Council may be appointed President, to exercise the powers of the Governor-General at meetings of the Council; and the Governor-General, by an order made in Council, may be vested with authority to exercise alone, at his discretion, any of the powers which ordinarily are exercised by the Governor-General-in-CounciL Until some years after the Mutiny these provisions were frequently used, and the Governor-General was absent from Calcutta during the greater part of his term of office. Some of the Secretaries accompanied him, and much of the important work of the country was done without the Council This procedure became increasingly inconvenient and gradually fell into disuse. The last occasion on which a President was appointed was when Lord Dufferm visited Burma after the annexation of the Upper Province. The ordinary meetings of Council may, under the Charter Act of 1833, be held at any place fixed by the Govemor-General-in-Council In practice meetings are held during the winter in Calcutta and during the summer in Simla ; and the Governor-General is absent from
f Council only for short tours, during which, in these days rapid postal and telegraphic commurucation, no special are required.                                   f '
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